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ABOUT THIS BOOK…..
Law is a 'dry' subject for many people but it is very important subject for us and
our society. Common men are much aware of various general laws but they
have little knowledge about the laws related to forest and wildlife. Even grass
root level forest officials face problems to understand the provisions of the laws
related to their department. A good knowledge of the laws makes forest officials
confident and smooth in their routine day to day working. Advocate Kiran
Chohan has made an excellent effort to make this 'dry' subject easy, interesting
and understandable for common men to grass root level forest personals.
In present e-handbook, advocate Chohan has covered varied issues to make
the book useful for different purposes. She has covered various aspects related
to wildlife management and legislation like need of protection and conservation,
number of Protected Areas in India, Constitutional provisions, legislative
enactment, procedure for filing the cases, landmark judgments, international
conventions related to wildlife, Government projects for wildlife conservation,
wildlife conservation related organization etc. in detail.
I hope this useful e-handbook would help develop an easy understanding of
wildlife related laws in all sections of the society. Besides common men, forest
and police officials, NGOs and law students would be benefited greatly. It would
help to protect and conserve our forest and wildlife wealth for us and our future
generations.

Dr. Satish Kumar Sharma
Rajasthan Forest Service (Retd.)

1. Introduction
“ONE CAN MEASURE THE GREATNESS & THE MORAL PROGRESS OF A
NATION BY LOOKING AT HOW IT TREATS ITS ANIMALS.”

- MAHATMA GANDHI

India is a megadiverse country with only 2.4% of the world's land area, &it
accounts for 7-8% of all recorded species, including over 45,000 species of
1

plants & 91,000 species of animals . The environment in India has been
given utmost importance since ancient times. & they also worshipped
variousaspects like forests, tree, mountains, animals & rivers, etc. They all
have a special place in Hindu theology The Vedas, Puranas, Upanishads,
and other scriptures of the Hindu religion gave a comprehensive description
of Trees, plants, and wildlife and their importance to the people2. The Rig
Vedaexplains the ability of nature in controlling the climate, increasing
fertility, and development of human life emphasizes a close relationship with
nature. Atharva Veda regards trees as the home of various gods and
goddesses. Yajur Veda highlights that the relationship between animals and
the nature should not be that of supremacy and oppression but mutual
admiration and humanity. Many plants & animals are connected with Gods
and Goddesses.

1.

https://www.iucn.org/asia/countries/india.

2.

https://www.studocu.com/in/document/karnatak-university/environmentallaw/practice-materials/environmental-law-model-answers-2020/12039724/view.
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From the earlier times when humans collect fruits, herbs & hunt animals for
survival. From that time to till today humans are dependent on nature. India has
an unbending love and devotion towards helping and caring for Mother Nature.
Environmental conservation & the protection of wildlife have been anchored in
the roots of Indian adoration & devotion to nature. A lively & stable wildlife helps
in maintaining a beautiful balance in our forests. On the contrary, the loss of
wildlife has the potential of disturbing this balance. Hence along with intrinsic
values & accruing the indirect benefits from the rich wildlife, comes the
responsibility of conserving & preserving it.

2

2. MEANING OF WILDLIFE
Wildlife refers to wild animal genus& alsocomprises all organisms that live or
grow wild in aregion without being introduced by humans. It can be found in all
ecosystems. Forests, rainforests, deserts, grasslands, plains& other areas
have a distinct form of wildlife. . The term 'wildlife' not only includes flora and
fauna but also takes into account all wildlife forms including birds, insects,
plants, fungi, and even tiny organisms.3 The term “Wildlife” was first used by the
famous American Zoologist William Temple Horn day in his Book “Our
Vanishing Wildlife (Its Extermination & Preservation)” published in 1913. In
simple words, “wildlife” includes birds, plants & animals that are wild & live in a
natural environment. According to section 2(37) of the Wildlife Protection Act
1972, “wildlife includes any aquatic, animal or land vegetation which forms part
of anyenvironment.”

3.

Retrieved from https://www.monitor.co.ug/uganda/oped/commentary/
we-should-all-play-a-role-in-wildlife-conservation-1770962
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3. NEED TO PROTECT WILDLIFE
Wildlife is a priceless reward of God to this world. To sustain a healthy natural
balance on this earth, wildlife is as important as humans. Each organism on this
earth has a unique place in food chain that helps contribute to the ecosystem in
its own special ways4,5. It plays an important role in balancing the environment.6
Wildlife & human being directly or indirectly depend on plants. Wildlife is a gift of
nature & its degradation adversely affects ecology, so there is an urgent need to
protect wildlife.
There are following reasons for conserving wildlife:
a) MAINTAIN A HEALTHY ECO-SYSTEM: The eco-system is all about
associations between diverse living creatures that are linked through food webs
and food chains. The order of organism stripes found in any natural community
through which energy is transferred. In this order starting with plants, each
organism relies on its first organism for food or energy. If in the biosphere, single
wildlife species gets vanished, it may upset the whole food chain & leads to
disastrous results. E.g. the decreased number of carnivores would lead to an
increase in the number of herbivores who are dependent on forest vegetation
for their survival. They would move to agricultural lands and villages for their
food needs. Thus, saving wildlife plays a great role in maintaining a healthy
ecosystem.

4.

http://web.archive.org/web/20210303233249/http://ignited.in/IP_WebSite/
View_Abstract/231782.

5.

https://www.tourmyindia.com/blog/reasons-to-save-wildlife.

6.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327717103_Wildlife_An_Introduction.
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b) FOR MEDICINAL VALUES: A large number of plants & animals have
medicinal values. From early times, humans have been using different types of
plants for medication. The leaves, flowers, fruits & bark of plants are also used
for treatment. The medicinal property of plants is due to some chemical
substances present in them which have a special effect on the actions of the
human body.7 Many of the medicine such as aspirin, penicillin, quinine,
morphine, and vincristine have been resulting from uncultivated plants. The
juices from various plants and herbs are helped to cure problems like blood
pressure, diabetes, and many other neurological problems for ages. The
8

extracts from animal species are rich in nutrients and anti-oxidants. If wildlife is
not conserved today, there would soon be a time when a human being would
also be in great danger
c) FOR HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT: Wildlife also plays a significant role in
keeping the environment clean and healthy. Many microbes, microorganisms,
slime molds, fungi, and earthworms feed on plant and animal wastes, decayed
them, and releasing their chemical back into the soil, thus, replenish it with
nutrients which in turn, are taken up by roots of plants enable them to nurture
and develop.
d) MONETARY VALUE: Wildlife also plays a significant role in developing the
economy of the country. Welcoming tourists from all across the world to observe
prevalent and rare species through their offerings for game safaris and birding
tours; wildlife reserves and forests greatly provide to the inflow of foreign
exchange thereby, increasing the country's income.

7.

https://www.politicalfunda.com.

8.

https://www.tourmyindia.com/blog/reasons-to-save-wildlife.
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e) CULTURAL & ETHICAL VALUE: Wildlife also has a significant part to play in
diverse cultures. Many animal and plant species truly are a symbol of the
cultural backbone of society. Certain animals are even related to particular gods
and goddesses and are often representative of a deity's supremacy. For
example, in Hindus cow is worshipped as a mother and therefore, holds sacred
importance. It is also source of aesthetic value. Green forests, graceful beasts,
melodious birds, colorful fishes & beautiful butterflies in fields & grasslands give
grace to the atmosphere.

6
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4. THREATS TO WILDLIFE
“only when the last of the animal horns, tusks, skin & bones have been sold,

will mankind realize that money can never buy back our wildlife. “

- Paul Oxton

Wildlife is a essential natural source because it is requisite for the protection
of eco-system balance. Indefensible&speedy urbanization, industrialization
& other development activities have troubled the nature rigorously resulting
in degradation of environment &declining of forests & wildlife. Theearth is
filled with endangered species of animals, many of which can be originate in
India. Some of these species are present in such a small numbers that our
next generation may not be able to ever see them if nothing is done for their
conservation.

8

a) DEFORESTATION: humans are considered as the greatest threat to the
planet. Forests are cleared due to industrialization, urbanization & increasing
number of populations. The speedy decline of the environment because of
human intervention is assisting the vanishing of flora and fauna fromthe
biosphere. Habitationthrashing is due to deforestation, construction of dams,
mining operations, etc.
b) HABITAT DESTRUCTION: Due to the destruction of natural habitat, the food
supply & nestly ground is declined. Hence their numbers get severely reduced.
In the case of destruction of natural habitat of plants, their survival is at
riskHabitat loss.Habitat destruction by human beingaction like mining for
natural resources is one of the causes of wild species distinction.
c) POACHING: it is one of the ways of illegal hunting of wild animals for fur,
trophies, claw& ivory. It is also great danger to wildlife.
d) HUNTING: it is killing of wild animals for food, recreation & bush meat. Large
number of species of wildlife has vanished due to hunting of animals.
e) POLLUTION: it has resulted in decrease in wild life due to a damaging effect
on certain habitat. Water pollution, air pollution & noise pollution have adversely
affected the wildlife.

9

5. DATA OF NATIONAL PARKS / WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
Before discussing the various national parks & wildlife sanctuary, we must
understand the protected areas.
PROTECTED AREAS: Protected areas are those in which human being
activity or at slightest amount of the exploitation of capital. According to the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). “ An area of land & or sea
especially dedicated to the protection & maintenance of biological diversity, & of
natural & associated cultural resources, & managed through legal or other
effective means.”9
In India, the Protected Areas include following terms:
National Parks,
Sanctuaries,
Conservation Reserves, and
Community Reserves
The national wildlife database cell of wildlife institute of India(WII) has been
developing a national wildlife information system on the protected areas of the
10

country. India has a network of 981 protected areas including 104 national
parks, 566 wildlife sanctuaries, 97 conservation reserves & 214 community
reserves covering a total of 1,71,921 km2 of geographical area of the country.11

9.

https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tools/iucn-red-list-threatened-species.

10.

http://web.archive.org/web/20210121143456/https://www.wii.gov.in/nwdc_aboutus.

11.

https://www.wii.gov.in
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NATIONAL PARK:
A National park is an area with an sufficient amount ofbiological, geomorphological and with rich fauna and flora, which is intended to conserve and
to develop wildlife or its surroundings.Activitieslike grazing, hunting, forestry or
cultivation etc. are stringentlyforbidden. In India, the establishment of first
national park in 1936 known as Jim Corbett National Park, Uttarakhand.At
present, in India, There are 104 national parks.
.
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY:
Any area other than area include with any reserve forest or the territorial waters
can be notified by the State Government to contain as a sanctuary if such area is
of plenty ecological, faunal, floral, geomorphological, natural. Or zoological
importance, for the reason of caring, propagating or developing wildlife or its
environment.Sanctuary is aregion demarcated for the protection of a particular
species of flora and fauna.
The state authorities allowed Limited human activities for the people living
inside it. For e.g. Wildlife authorities may allow livestock grazing for a particular
community living there. Any exploitation of wildlife is punishable offense and
removal of forest produce requires a recommendation from relevant National or
12

State Wildlife Board. There is a total of 551 wildlife sanctuaries in India.
CONSERVATION RESERVES AND COMMUNITY RESERVES:
These terms indicate the protected areas of India which typically act as buffer
zones to or connectors and migration corridors between established national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries and reserved and protected forests of India.

12.

https://iskilling.com/article/National-Parks-in-India
11

Such areas are designated as Conservation Reserves if they are uninhabited
and completely owned by the Government of India but used for subsistence by
communities and Community Reserves if a part of the lands is privately
owned.These protected area categories were first introduced in the Wildlife
(Protection) Amendment Act of 2002 - the amendment to the Wildlife Protection
Act of 1972.
.
BIOSPHERE RESERVES:
It is an area of land or water that is protected by law in order to support the
conservation of ecosystems, as well as the sustainability of mankind's impact
on the environment.Each reserve aims to help scientists and the environmental
community figure out how to protect the world's plant and animal species while
dealing with a growing population and its resource needs.

13.

13

https://www.allthingsnature.org/what-is-a-biosphere-reserve.htm.
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Year

No. of
National
Park s

Area
Under
National
Parks
(km2)

No. of Wild
Life
Sanctuaries

Area Under
Wild Life
Sanctuarie s
(km2)

No. of
Community
Reserves

Area Under
Community
Reserves
(km2)

No. of
Conservation
Reserves

Area U nder
Conservation
Reserves
(km2)

No. of
Protected
Areas

Total Area
under
Protected
Areas
(km 2)

2000

89

37803.10

485

10 8862.50

-

-

-

-

574

146665.60

2006

96

38392.12

503

11 1229.48

1

0.31

4

42.87

604

149664.78

2007

98

38428.88

507

11 1529.04

5

21

7

94.82

617

150073.74

2008

99

39441.74

510

11 3123.35

5

21

45

1259.84

659

153845.93

2009

99

39441.74

512

11 3395.36

5

21

45

1259.84

661

154117.94

2010

102

40283.62

516

11 3842.87

5

21

47

1382.28

670

155529.77

2011

102

40283.62

518

11 3998.75

5

21

52

1801.29

677

156104.66

2012

103

40500.13

526

11 4933.44

5

21

59

2012.93

693

157467.50

2013

102

40500.13

532

11 7123.63

19

30.94

64

2232.61

717

159887.31

2014

103

40500.13

535

11 8290.66

43

58.22

64

2232.61

745

161081.62

2015

103

40500.13

541

11 8866.44

44

59.51

71

2548.82

759

161974.90

2016

103

40500.13

543

11 8917.71

45

59.66

72

2566.20

763

162043.70

2017

103

40500.13

544

11 8931.80

46

72.61

76

2587.95

769

162092.49

2018

104

40501.13

544

11 8931.80

46

72.61

77

2594.03

771

162099.47

2019

101

40,564.03

553

11 9,756.97

163

833.34

86

3,858.25

903

1,65,012.59

2020

104

43,716

566

1,22 ,4 20

214

1,302

97

4,483

981

1,71,921

Source: National Wildlife Database, Wildlife Institute of India
Protected Areas of India (As on December, 2020)
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6. CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS
It is important to realize that every individual enjoys absolute fundamental
rights conferred under Part III of the Constitution of India. Then, the animals
who are living species, need to be protected and the humans as a community
need to understand and consider their well-being and protect them. The
Indian Constitution deals with the protection of rights of animals and certain
provisions with regards to the protection of animals are provided under the
Fundamental Duties and under the sphere of the Directive Principles of the
State Policy.
“Protection & improvement of environment & safeguarding of forests &
wildlife is included in the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian
constitution” (Article 48-A).
According to Article 51-A (g) of the Indian constitution states that it is the
fundamental duty of every citizen to protect & improve the natural
environment including forests, lakes, rivers & wildlife. As per Article 246,
prevention of cruelty to forests, animals & protection of birds & wild animals
are included in the 7th schedule.
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution deals with right to life and the word, “life”
has been given an expanded definition and any disturbance from the basic
environment which includes all forms of life, including animal life, which is
necessary for human life, fall within the ambit of Article 21 of the Constitution
of India. The Right to self-esteem and reasonable treatment is, therefore, not
just limited to humans, but also to flora and fauna.

15

7. LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENT
The Wild Life Protection Act (The “Act”) was enacted in 1972 and is
considered

a strong legislation for wildlife protection. The Act intend to

preserve& protect the wildlife.
MAIN FEATURES:
PROHIBITION OF HUNTING: This act prohibits the hunting of any wild
animal which were specified in Schedules I, II,IIIandIVof theact.

14

Exception:
A wild animal mentioned in these schedules can be hunted/ killed only after
the permission of

the Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW) of the state if:

It becomes dangerous to human being life or to property (including standing
crops on any land).It is disabled or suffering from a disease that is beyond
15

recovery.

PROHIBITION OF CUTTING/UPROOTING SPECIFIED PLANTS:
It forbid the uprooting, damage, collection, possession or selling of any
specified plant from any forest land or any protected area.

14.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/wildlife-protection-act-wpa-1972.

15.

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1781078.
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Exception: The CWLW, however, may grant permission for uprooting or
collecting a specific plant for the purpose of education, scientific research,
preservation in a herbarium or if a person/institution is approved to do so by the
central government.16
DECLARATION AND PROTECTION OF WILDLIFE SANCTUARIES AND
NATIONAL PARKS:
The Central Government can form any area as a Sanctuary, provided the area is
of adequate ecological, faunal, floral, geomorphologic, natural or zoological
significance. The government can also declare an area (including an area within a
sanctuary) as a National Park.
Constitution of Various Bodies: The WPA act provides for the constitution of
bodies to be established under this act such as the National and State Board for
Wildlife, Central Zoo Authority and National Tiger Conservation Authority.
Government Property: Hunted wild animals (other than vermin), animal articles or
meat of a wild animal and ivory imported into India and an article made from such
ivory shall be considered as the property of the Government.
BODIES CONSTITUTED UNDER THE ACT:
17

NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILDLIFE (NBWL) : As per the act, the central
government of India shall constitute the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL).It
serves as an apex body for the review of all wildlife-related matters and for the
approval of projects in and around national parks and sanctuaries.

16.

https://www.drishtiias.com/pdf/1620044995-wildlife-protection-act-wpa-1972.pdf

17.

https://www.latestlaws.com/bare-acts/central-acts-rules/environmental-laws/
wild-life-protection-act1972/
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Chairman: Prime Minister and is responsible for promotion of conservation and
development of wildlife and forests.
Vice-Chairperson: The Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
STATE BOARD FOR WILDLIFE (SBWL): The state governments are
responsible for the constitution of the state board of wildlife.The Chief Minister of
the state/UT is the chairperson of the board. The board advises the state
government in the selection and management of areas to be declared as
18

protected areas. The formulation of the policy for protection and conservation of
the wild life.Any matter relating to the amendment of any Schedule.
CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY: The act provides for the constitution of Central
Zoo Authority consisting of a total 10 members including the Chairperson and
a Member-Secretary.
The authority provides recognition to zoos and is also tasked with regulating
the zoos across the country. It lays down guidelines and prescribes rules
under which animals may be transferred among zoos nationally and
internationally.
NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (NTCA): Following the
recommendations of the Tiger Task Force, the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) was constituted in 2005 for strengthening tiger
conservation.The Union Environment Minister is the Chairperson of NTCA and
the State Environment Minister is the Vice-Chairperson.The Central Government
on the recommendations of NTCA declares an area as a Tiger Reserve.

18.

https://www.latestlaws.com/bare-acts/central-acts-rules/environmental-laws/
wild-life-protection-act1972/
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WILDLIFE CRIME CONTROL BUREAU (WCCB): The act provided for the
constitution of Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) to combat organized
wildlife crime in the country. Its main Object to;Collect and collate intelligence
related to organized wildlife crime activities and to disseminate the same to the
State to apprehend the criminals.
Establish a centralized WILDLIFE CRIME DATA BANK.Assist State
Governments to ensure success in prosecutions related to wildlife crimes.Advise
the Government of India on issues relating to wildlife crimes having national and
international ramifications, relevant policy and laws.

19

8. PROCEDURE FOR FILING CASES
Now the question arise how to file a wildlife case or who are empowered to
investigate the offence. The section 428 & 429 of IPC provides for mischief by
maiming or killing animals with fine and imprisonment up to 5 years.
WHO IS COMPETENT TO INITIATE ACTIONS?
According to section 50(1) of the wildlife protection act 1972, the following
persons are competent to initiate action:I. The Director, Wildlife Conservation Or Any Other Officer Authorized By
Him,
ii.

Chief Wild Life Warden,

iii.

Any Forest Officer,

iv.

Any Police Officer Not Below The Rank Of Sub- Inspector.

INVESTIGATION : for purpose of carrying out investigation any officer not
below the rank of an Assistant Director of Wildlife Preservation or any officer
not below the rank of Assistant Conservator of forests authorized by the state
government .
C.B.I. INVESTIGATION: The Apex court in Moti lal v. Central Bureau of
Investigation19 has held that the offences punishable under (WPLA), 1972
could be investigated by C.B.I. on being empowered by the central
government.
19.

2002 S.C.C. (Cr.) 889
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REGISTRATION OF CASES:
The investigation starts with the registration of cases as First Information Report
(FIRs). Recovery of evidence generally happens after the registration in most
cases but in wildlife crime, it can happen before the registration as well. Most of
the offences in the act are cognizable and therefore the police is required to lodge
the FIR and investigate the case like any other offence. However, the courts shall
take cognizance only on the complaint filed by any person under section 55 of the
Act. If the police officer in the state is not an authorised person then the complaint
shall be submitted by an authorized forest officer. The first report submitted in the
jurisdictional court in wildlife crimes cases is the Wildlife Offence Report (WLOR)
under Section 50(4) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
SEARCH AND SEIZURE:
Search and Seizure is made as per provisions of Section 50 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act. The procedure prescribed under Section 100 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (Cr.PC) should be followed strictly. Every fact and event must
be recorded in the Search and Seizure Memo in minute details. Any officer
conducting a search should have reasonable grounds that an offence has been
committed to conducting said search. Punishment for wrongful seizure is
provided under Section 53 of the WLPA. This helps guarantee least
manipulations and utmost care to carry a search.
ARREST:
Forest/ police officers not below the rank of Sub-Inspector are empowered to
arrest under Section 50(1)(c) and 50(3) of the Wildlife Protection Act. The
proceedings of the same shall be recorded on an Arrest cum Personal Search
Memo with the reasons. The intimation of the arrest should be given to next of kin.
The accused should be provided with medical care if necessary before producing
21

The provisions of search, arrest, bail, collection of evidence are described in
Code of Criminal Procedure. Section 50 of the WLPA provides for power to enter
any place where the wildlife materials are suspected to be kept, conduct search
etc. The prime objective of crime scene investigation in the incidences of
poaching or unnatural death of wild animals is to establish (i) how the animal was
killed, (ii) where the animal was killed and (iii) what could be the possible date &
time of killing, and (iv) who killed the animal.20
A Crime Scene Inspection Memo should be prepared. The evidence recorded by
an authorized officer under section 50(8) (d) of the WLPA, in presence of the
accused is admissible as evidence.
COMPOUNDING OF OFFENCES:
Compounding of offences should only be done as an exception with due care
under Section 54 of the WLPA. In cases involving hunting, illegal trade or habitual
offenders, compounding should not be done.
PROSECUTION OF CASES IN COURTS:
Trials under Section 55 of the WLPA are conducted under the provisions of
Section 244 to 248 of the Cr.P.C.
ROLE OF SUPERVISORY OFFICERS:
The officers are required to oversee the investigations and visit scenes of offence
while maintaining a diary of record of the offences in their jurisdictions.

20.

https://www.scribd.com/document/385543790/Wildlife-Crime-Investigation-Manual
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POST-TRIAL ACTION:
A Deputy Conservator of Forests(DCF) or Assistant Conservator of Forests(ACF)
must analyze the copies of wildlife crime cases given by trial courts and forwarded
to higher authorities with comments. In case of conviction, adequate puNIShment
must be given. In case of acquittal, the DCF must comment and order forwarded
to the legal cell if there is a scope for appeal.

23

9. LANDMARK CASES
21

The Landmark Judgments wherein the courts have played a phenomenal
role by transforming environmental jurisprudence in India and protecting the
rights of animals and securing the environment. The preservation of flora &
fauna, some species of which are getting extinct at an alarming rate, has
become a great urgent necessity for the survival of humanity.
The supreme court in the case of STATE OF BIHAR V. MURAD ALI KHAN
OBSERVED THAT “
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environmentalists conception of the ecological

balance in nature is based on the fundamental concept that nature is a series
of complex biotic communities of which a man is an inter dependant part &
that it should not be given to a part to trespass & diminish the whole. The
largest single factor in the depletion of the wealth of animal life in nature has
been the civilized man operating directly through excessive commercial
hunting or, more disastrously, indirectly through invading or destroying
natural habitat.
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Learned Advocate General Mr. Ashok Haranahalli submits that it has become
necessary for the State to balance the interests by protecting the wildlife and
also ensuring that least inconvenience and hardship is caused to the public in
the area and also to Inter State trade and business between the State of
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. He has pointed out the importance of the
protection of wildlife, as it is the duty of the State to extend such protection.24
21.

https://legaldesire.com/15-landmark-judgement-of-indian-judiciary-on-animalrights
22.
A.I.R. 1989 S.C.
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https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/56090a3ee4b0149711171b7d.
24.
https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/56e66aef607dba6b53437025.
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In IVORY TRADERS & MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION V. UNION OF
INDIA, it was held that the maintenance of wildlife environment is the duty of the
state & centre, which is signatory party to the international treaties & conventions
concerning environment protection.25
The Court in SANSAR CHAND V. STATE OF RAJASTHAN26 held that all efforts
must be made to implement the spirit and provisions of the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972; the provisions of which are salutary and are necessary to be
implemented to maintain ecological chain and balance.27
The Stockholm Declaration, the Declaration of United Nations, Conventions on
Human Environment signed in the year 1972, to which India is the signatory, have
laid down the foundation of sustainable development and urged the nations to
work together for the protection of the environment.
The Conventions on Biological Diversity, signed in the year 1962 at Rio Summit,
recognized for the first time in International Law that the conservation of biological
diversity is a common concern of human kind and is an integral part of the
development process.
In addition to the National park and seven sanctuaries notified by the State as
ESZs under the provisions of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, there are substantial
area of Reserve Forests adjoining such Park and Sanctuaries and existence of
such reserve forests around the protected areas automatically and effectively act
as buffer zones in view of the restriction under the provision of existing laws.

25.
26.
27.

A.I.R 1997 Delhi 267.
A.I.R. 2010 10 SCC 604.
https://www.casemine.com/judgement/in/5609af31e4b0149711415c47.
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They would further contend that in terms of Govt. of India Guidelines, 2011 for
identification of ESZs, there is an outer limit of 10 Km with no fixed minimum
boundary of an ESZ.
The parameters laid down in the said guidelines put emphasis on regulation of
activities around the National Park and Sanctuaries and not prohibition as such.
There is no mandate of the Apex Court for an area of 10 Km around the
boundaries of National parks and Sanctuaries as ESZs as clarified in Goa
Foundation v. Union of India28, ((2014) 6 SCC 590, para 50).
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In case of Forest Friendly Camps Pvt. Ltd. V State Of Rajasthan , it was held that
the right of entry in the sanctuary is not absolute. In this case imposition of roster
system for tourist vehicles for entry into sanctuary or national park was held to be
not arbitrary & the court stressed that the tourism should be eco-friendly &
environmentally sustainable & theauthorities are entitled to regulate the entry.
In TILAKBAHADUR RAI V. STATE OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH30 case, the
accused killed a Tiger. It was held by the court that whether the accused acted in
good faith or not when he killed a wild animal, under what circumstances did the
accused kill the animal. After discussions, It was also clarified in this judgment
that if any animal is killed or wounded as by an individual as a means to protect
himself, then such animal is the property of the government. The individual who
has shot or killed or injured the animal has no claim on such an animal.

28.

((2014) 6 SCC 590, para 50).

29

A.I.R. 2002 Raj. 214.

30.

A.I.R. 1979 Cr. L.J. 1404.
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Conclusion:
These above rulings made by various High Courts and a few judgments' with
regards to Animal Rights passed by the Apex Court of India show that our legal
jurisprudence has certainly kept animals at the same threshold as that of humans.
The State of Maharashtra has banned the consumption and sale of beef. The
People for Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) have also taken up a number of
initiatives supporting animal rights and protecting animals who are subjected to
cruelty. Despite all of these measures, the laws of the country somewhere need to
be more stringent when dealing with individuals who commit offenses on animals,
thereby subjecting them to a barbaric treatment and ensuring that they go through
a lot of pain and agony.

27

10. INITIATIVES BY GOVERNMENT
Wildlife is an important component of biodiversity. To prevent the extinction of
species, conservation efforts have been initiated.A Wildlife Institute was set
up at Dehradun and a Wildlife Advisory Committee was constituted (in 1996)
to advise on various aspects of wildlife conservation and related matters.
The Indian Board of Wildlife, headed by the prime minister, is the apex
advisory body overseeing and guiding the implementation of various
schemes for wildlife conservation. It was reconstituted on December 7, 2001.
The Animal Welfare Division became a part of Ministry of Environment and
Forests in July 2002. to prevent the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering
on animals.
The main task of the division is to implement effectively the various
provisions of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act, 1960.The
division provides assistance for construction of shelter houses, dispensaries,
etc., for stray, infirm and abandoned animals. It also gives grants for
ambulances and vehicles in connection with treat
ment and transportation of sick, injured and rescued animals. Another major
developmental programme is immunisation and sterilisation of stray dogs.
A National Institute of Animal Welfare (NIAW) at Faridabad has also been
established to impart training and education in animal welfare and veterinary
science. The institute aims at creating an enabling environment for the
fulfillment of statutory requirements under the PCA Act, 1960.
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The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) is a statutory body under the PCA Act,
1960. With headquarters at Chennai, its basic mandate is to advise the
government on animal welfare issues, and create awareness in animal welfare.
The AWBI gives financial assistance to eligible animal welfare organisations for
shelter houses, model gaushalas for setting up of bio-gas plants, famine/drought
relief, earthquake relief, etc., in various states.
The Committee for Purpose of Control and Supervision of Experiments on
Animals (CPCSEA) is also a statutory body under the PCA Act, I960 with
headquarters at Chennai. The mandate of this committee is to register and
monitor the animal breeders and institutions conducting experiments on animals.
NATIONAL WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN (2017- 2031):
The Plan focuses on the protection of genetic variety and sustainable
development. The NWAP has five components, 17 themes, 103 conservation
actions and 250 projects.
The five components;
1.Increase and encourage the incorporated management of wildlife and their
habitats.
2.Adaptation to climate change and promoting integrated sustainable
management of aquatic bio - diversity in India.
3.Promoting eco-tourism, nature education and participatory management.
4.Strengthening wildlife research and monitoring of the development of human
resources in wildlife conservation and
5.Enabling policies and resources for conservation of wildlife in India. The Plan
will help to mainstream wildlife conservation in development planning processes.
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Key Highlights of NWAP-3:
The plan is based on the premise that essential ecological processes that are
governed or strongly moderated by ecosystems are essential for food production,
health and other aspects of human survival and sustainable development.
It also keeps in focus the intrinsic value of nature and its manifold components.
The maintenance of these ecosystems, which can be termed as 'Life Support
System', is considered vital for all societies regardless of their stage of
development.
It also emphasizes on two other aspects of nature conservation viz. Preservation
of genetic diversity and sustainable utilization of species and ecosystems, which
have a direct bearing on our scientific advancement and support to millions of
rural communities.
The plan adopts a landscape approach in conservation of all wildlife i.e.
uncultivated flora and undomesticated fauna that have an ecological value to the
ecosystem and to mankind irrespective of where they occur
It accords special emphasis to the recovery of threatened species of wildlife while
conserving their habitats which include terrestrial, inland aquatic, coastal and
marine ecosystems
It underlines the fact that despite being one of 17 mega biodiversity countries of
the world, national planning has not taken serious note of adverse ecological
consequences of reduction and degradation of wilderness areas from the
pressures of population, commercialization and development projects.
Accordingly, the plan has brought to focus the alarming erosion of our natural
heritage comprising of rivers, forests, grasslands, mountains, wetlands, coastal
and marine habitats, arid lands and deserts.
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The plan underscores the increasing need for people's support for the
conservation of wildlife and to this effect recommends strengthening the 'corebuffer-multi use surround' structure with higher inputs for eco-development,
education, innovation, training, extension, conservation awareness and outreach
programs.
Wildlife health and disaster management have received due attention in this plan
Management of tourism in wildlife areas with related plough back mechanism,
development of human resource and staff welfare has undergone a reorientation
in the plan
The plan is alive to communities, inhabiting forest lands and other wilderness
areas, to be treated appropriately in the light of Forest Rights Act keeping in mind
their inadequacy of resources and strong dependence on natural biomass
resource.

* Source: India Environment Portal
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11.INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS RELATED TO WILDLIFE
India is a party to five major international conventions related to wildlife
conservation, viz., Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES), Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking (CAWT), International
Whaling Commission (IWC), United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation—World Heritage Committee (UNESCO- WHC), and
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). The Ministry of Environment
and Forests is the nodal agency for these conventions.
i. CITES:
The Government of India signed the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of wild flora and fauna on July 20, 1976. Under this
convention, export or import of endangered species and their products is
subject to strict- controls. Commercial exploitation of such species is also
prohibited.
.
ii. CAWT:
The Coalition against Wildlife Trafficking is a global coalition of governments
and international business and conservation organisations, working together
to support each other's efforts to end the illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife
products. It is not a legal entity but a partnership of like-minded governments
and organisations who are willing to make a political commitment to end
wildlife trafficking.
iii. IWC:
India, a member of -the International Whaling Commission since 1981, has
played a pro-active and prominent role in bringing about a moratorium on
commercial whaling and supporting the commission in its efforts in
conservation of migratory species of wild animals.
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iv. UNESCO-WHO:
The UNESCO's World Heritage Convention is responsible for lifting of world
heritage sites, which include both cultural and natural sites. The wildlife
department of the Ministry of Environment and Forests of India is associated with
Conservation of the natural world heritage sites. An externally-aided project has
also been undertaken by we ministry for the conservation of wildlife.
v. CMS:
India is a signatory to the convention on Conservation of Migratory Species, also
known as Bonn convention, since 1983. It signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with CMS at Bangkok in February 2007 for the
conservation and management of marine turtles and their habitats of the Indian
Ocean and South East Asia.
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12. VARIOUS PROJECTS
Project Tiger:
The most successful wildlife conservation was initiated in 1972.This project
is sponsored by Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change. It aims to
foster an exclusive tiger agenda in the core areas of tiger reserves, with an
inclusive people-oriented agenda in the buffer. project which conducts
assessments of number of tigers, their habitat, hunting habitat under the
supervision of the Tiger Task Force. It has been significant success in
increase in the population of the tigers.
Project Elephant:
It was initiated in 1992 by the government of India. This project aims at
conserving elephants & their habitat & of migratory routes by developing
scientific & planned management measures & issues like mitigation of
human elephant conflict are taken care of. The project's objective is to
strengthen the measures for protection of elephants against poachers &
unnatural death.
Indian Rhino vision 2020:
its objective is to have a wild population of atleast 3,000 greater one-horned
rhinos in assam- spread over seven protected areas- by the year 2020. It aim
to improve the protection & security of rhinos& reduce the rhino population
pressures in any single habitat by ensuring a better distribution of the rhino
population over suitable ranges.Indian rhino vision 2020: it was launched in
2005 & implemented by the department of environment & forests. The object
of this project is to increase the total rhino.This helped improve their status to
the 'vulnerable' category on the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species
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Crocodile Conservation Project: This project aims to conserve the Indian
crocodiles, whose species were on the danger of extinction. The main objectives
of this project is to protect the remaining population of crocodiles & their natural
habitat by establishing sanctuaries; to promote captive breeding, to involve local
people participation in it.
Project snow leopard : it was launched in 2009. Its aim to safeguard & conserve
India's unique natural heritage of high-altitude wildlife populations & their habitats
by promoting conservation through participatory policies & actions.
UNDP Sea Turtle Project: It was initiated by Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun
as the implementing agency in Nov 1999. It has contributed towards the
preparation of a map of breeding sites of Sea Turtles ; identification of breeding
places & habitat along the coast line, & migratory routes taken by Sea Turtles. It
also helped in the development of guidelines to safeguard the turtle mortality rate
& for tourism in sea turtle areas. The use of Satellite Telemetry to locate the
migratory route of sea turtles in the Sea.
Project hangul : hangul ( kashmiri stag) is the only surviving species of the red
deer family in Kashmir.its objective to conserve hangul in its natural habitat.
Ganges dolphin : it was started in 2016. Its object is to ensure a recovery plan of
the gangetic river dolphin & their habitat in the country.
SAWEN is South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network. It is an intergovernmental
wildlife enforcement support body. It is launched in Paro, Bhutan in 2011.
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https://www.gktoday.in/current-affairs/snow-leopard-spotted-lippa-asra-wildlifesanctuary-himachal-pradesh/#:~:text=Project%20Snow%20Leopard%3A%20It%
20was,through%20participatory%20policies%20and%20actions.
32.

https://pscnotes.in/wildlife-conservation-efforts-in-india
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It was established for mutual collaboration for harmonizing as well as enforcing
the wildlife protection. The SAWEN constitutes Afghanistan, India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
Wildlife conservation is necessary for sustainable development. Various efforts
have been made at the international and national level. In India also various
efforts have been made like: project Tiger, Project Elephant, Captive breeding
program etc. India also adopts various methods and policies at international level
or in the line of international agreements and convention.
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AARANYAK AND HARGILA ARMY: This is one unique conservation brigade.
Spearheaded by Purnima Devi Barman, a wildlife biologist and conservationist
from Assam, the 'Hargilla Army' is made up of 70 village women from the state.
Starting with Barman alone, these local women soon joined in and have been
successfully working towards conserving the endangered Greater Adjutant Stork,
locally known as 'Hargila.'Backed by the local administration and other
conservation groups, their work has also earned them the United Nations
Development Program India's 2016 Biodiversity Award.34 Barman is associated
with Aaranyak, a wildlife NGO in Guwahati that also runs the Pygmy Hog
Conservation programme. With a population estimated to be less than 250, the
pygmy hog is a critically endangered species and is found only in Assam.35
WILDLIFE TRUST OF INDIA (WTI): It is an Indian nature conservation
organization to conserve wildlife & its habitat & work for the welfare of individual
wild animals species & threatened habitats.. it aim to conserve nature, especially
endangered. The 150-member team at WTI brings together conservation
biologists, wildlife veterinarians, scientists, sociologists, lawyers, and finance
experts, among others. Dedicated to conserving wildlife and its habitat, the WTI
collaborates with communities and the government.
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY (WCS) – INDIA: WCS-India's Malenad
Tiger Landscape (MTL) claims to be among the most extensive and long-running
tiger monitoring and conservation programs in the world.

34.

https://www.livemorezone.com/do-more/top-wildlife-conservation-organizationsin-india.

35.

https://lp.federalseguranca.com.br/twqj5e/pygmy-hog-conservationstatus-3b5427.
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They operate mainly ,through site-specific conservation plans. WCS-India has
also collaborated with the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Turtle Survival Alliance to create the India Turtle Conservation Program.
Along with state forest departments and different agencies, their work includes
conserving and rehabilitating several of the turtle species and protecting
crocodiles and other rare and threatened marine species as well.
SAHYADRI NISARGA MITRA: it was established in 1992 & emphasize on
public participation & spreading awareness. The Pangolins are consider as
most trafficked wild animal for its scale and meat. It is used in traditional
Chinese medicine, their keratin scales are believed to have medicinal
properties. In India, the pangolin features in the 'Endangered Category' of the
IUCN Red List, with some varieties even being assessed as critically
endangered.
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11. VARIOUS
14. Expert
PROJECTS
opinion

Fateh Singh Rathore
Deputy Conservator of Forest
Wild-LifeRajasamand

It gives me immense pleasure to express my opinion on the Hand Book On
Wild-Life. Today we are in the era where we are witnessing extreme climate
change & rising incidences of natural calamities, this is a clear indicator of
“MISBALANCE”. Misbalance that the human race has created by its extreme
greed. Its desire to extract more from the mother nature than that is required.
Growth in science and technology too has played its part in increasing the
pace of deforestation, by inventing machines that could destroy forests in
days which men earlier took months or years to achieve.
We need to understand that “WE”, all the living beings on planet such as
Humans, Animals, Birds, Plants, Insects amongst others, have equal rights
on the natural resources offered by the mother nature. We are no different
than any other living being in terms of the right we hold to consume the
resources. The Misbalance that we see is a result of exploitation of the
forests, humans invading more land in search of its space for its never ending
desires, leaving continuously diminishing habitat for the birds and the
animals.
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Mining and extractions minerals and underground resources have gone to an
alarming levels where in we have started impacting Earths natural activity,
pollution has gone to another level all together, the air quality in most of the
thickly populated areas is worst and are becoming inhabitable.
The diseases such as cancer, diabetes, Blood Pressure, Cardiac and
Pulmonary issues are on the rise and becoming a part of every human family.
We need to STOP, and understand, where are we going with this. And what is
the main reason behind it. If we take a bird's eye view, we will see that it is
because of we are on an invading spree. Our action over the course of history
has already wiped off many species, who were playing their part in
maintaining Ecological Balance, and put many other species on the verge of
extinction. Each species has a unique role in restoring the ecological balance
and therefore everyone of it is of extreme importance and must be protected at
any cost.
It is time that we understand our responsibility and put our sincere and
dedicated efforts on preserving the nature, wild-life and controls our desires to
exploit nature and help in restoring the Ecological Balance.
With this I would like to thank the author (Kiran Chauhan) for her work in
spreading awareness about the importance of wild-life and all other species
and ecological balance.
I wish her luck for her future endeavors and I genuinely believe that this
handbook will help everyone in standing firm against the erosion of our natural
heritage.
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RITU RAJ SINGH
(ADVOCATE IN RAJASTHAN HIGH COURT)
WILDLIFE CONSERVATIONIST)

I I am practicing advocate in Rajasthan high court & wildlife conservationist.
Conserving forests &environment is the issue of shortage of forest staffs will
ensures survival of human race. Our wildlife sanctuaries, national parks &
other protected areas are facing a lot of challenges like cattle grazing, tree
falling, encroachment, forest fires are few of them.Misuse of forest rights act
has also led to encroachment of human settlements on forest land. The way
forward is equipping our forest staff with all the necessary equipments
providing them with basic amenities inside forest, increasing the perks of root
level, forest guards & cattle guards. It is high time that the ground level forest
staff be provided some basic arms & ammunitions as is being done in the
state of Assam.
Coupled with the above mentioned challenges is the issue of shortage of
forest staff against the sanctioned posts. There is an urgent need to fill all the
posts of forest staff lying vacant in tune with the forest policy drafted by the
state government. More & more potential wildlife habitats should be brought
under the ambit of wildlife sanctuaries & other notified protected areas. Our
protected areas need to be relieved from the everyday footfall of humans in
the name of religious site / temple visit located inside the protected reserve.
“Mother Nature can provide enough for mans need but not for the man's
greed. “
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HARSHVARDHAN SINGH RATHORE ( NATURALIST)
RAO JODHA DESERT
ROCK PARK

Sometimes, I wonder, what powers attracted me to be a naturalist! What made
me become a conservationist? Believe me, when the God plans for you, you
just have to follow it.
Nature has always attracted me since my childhood. I wanted to work in nature
conservation. As, flora and fauna of Rajasthan has always attracted me and
zeal to know more and more in me gets louder and stronger as I came into my
“twenties”. Sadly, I could not do much in the field then but in 2015, after a huge
loss in my handicrafts business I almost got bankrupt, I was seeking for mental
peace and stability in life and what could have better than to live your dream!
My love and passion towards Nature and an urge to know more about Mother
Earth gets the wings as I came to know about the vacancy at one of the most
prolific Desert Park of Rajasthan, “Rao Jodha Desert Rock Park”. As if this job
was destined for me, I got selected as a “Naturalist”. This proved to be the
turning point of my life. Under the Guidance of the director of our Park and My
Guru in this Field “Shri.Pradip Krishen ji” I started my journey into the wilds.
After I get into the Nature restoration and conservation, I came to know the
flaws prevailing in the system and why we are lagging behind. Particularly in
increasing the forest cover in India.
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According to WWF Earth is losing its Forest land equal to 27 football fields every
minute and around ten million hectare of forest every year due to deforestation. If
we continue with the current speed Mother Earth will lose all of its rain forest in
next 75 years. Alarming! Isn't it?
Now the questions among us are: - what kind of earth will future generations will
inherit and what natural legacy you want to pass on to the next generations?
Everybody may have heard this question and may have felt sad about this
alarming situation but 99.99% of them would do nothing towards conservation of
Earth and out of remaining .01% conservationists, mostly are private
organizations, societies or NGO's who are arranging funds on their own or are
doing conservation under the provision of corporate social responsibility.
Govt. holds the required manpower, financial support and basic machinery
required for the forest restoration and conservation projects but what they lack is
“Will power” to do it with high responsibility. In the absence of firm planning and
execution only superficial measures are implemented by responsible govt.
agencies.
Every year forest department and other agencies plant millions of plants before
monsoon rains. Many times they do intense plantation to set world records but
they just plant them, they don't propagate them, they don't grow them, they don't
care for the plantation that they did and in the absence of proper care most of
these plants cannot survive.
In my opinion rather than setting a world record of planting millions of plants they
should set the record for the maximum survival of plants. These world records
should be strictly based on the survival number of plants. More the survival of
plants more will be the biodiversity we will find in the area. For ensuring the
survival of the maximum plants we should choose indigenous plant species
according to the available habitat.
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People should understand, where a plant can survive and plantation should be
done with proper research and planning otherwise it will just waste the money,
time and labor. More people should come up with innovative ideas to minimize the
funds and efforts and to maximize the survival of the plants.
India being a developing Nation requires more economical balance and a major
part of this can be fulfilled by just making it greener with a clear mindset and
proper planning of plantation.
A plant not only provides us oxygen, food, shelter, cloth, medicines but they also
reduce the carbon-di-oxide from the environment. They play a key role for
maintaining the whole eco-system. Our jungles are also fetching us foreign
revenue in many ways, out of these major are eco-tourism and exporting raw
material of medicines.
Where there is no forest land available, we can also revive the “Oran lands” and
road sides by planting Fruit trees and other useful plants which will help in
providing employment to the villagers.
By keeping these measures we will be able to make the Earth a better place to
live and we can pass a beautiful planet to our next generations.
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Dr. Joy Gardner
Chairman, Hope and Beyond
Member, IUCN - World Commission on Protected Areas
Member, IUCN - Commission on Education and Communication
Member, IUCN - Commission on Ecosystem Management
Member, Emergency Relief Network, Wildlife Trust of India
Member, Indian Bird Conservation Network, BNHS
Member, Jaipur Federation of Animal Protection Organizations
Volunteer, Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, New Delhi

With the increasing human population wildlife habitat is decreasing with an
alarming rate. Human habitations are expanding at a great speed and are
destroying the buffer zone and consuming wild habitat. The hard fact is that
Development always comes with degradation of environment. India is facing
its biggest threat in the form of habitat destruction. This habitat destruction is
not only affecting wild animals but also impacting human population in form of
natural disasters, diseases, human wildlife conflict and extreme weather
events. The animals are hard-pressed from all directions, forcing them to
come into conflict with humans. Rise in human settlements around the forest
area has increased human interference inside forest area.With absolute
negligent monitoring and incapacitated law, the forest faces problems of
encroachment and futile human interference.

46

Forests are the lungs of this Planet and our “lungs” are dying and it is the need of
the hour to make people aware of the gravity of this issue and find out gaps in
management strategies as well as mitigation techniques, so that humans and
wildlife can live in harmony and not disturb the balance of nature. Habitat loss
poses the greatest threat to world's biodiversity, with human activity inflicting
unprecedented changes on the natural abode of wild animals. Non-native plant
and animal species, overgrazing, reduced water quality and quantity, climate
change and limited understanding of natural systems are posing great danger to
the survival of wildlife populations. The need to mainstream the conservation and
sustainable use of biological resources across all sectors of the national
economy, the society and the policy-making framework is a complex challenge.
The Strategic Plan can promote broad-based action by bringing about a
convergence of actions around agreed goals and collective objectives.
We all know that our environment is a fragile network of biotic and abiotic things.
Everything is linked to each other, a small disturbance in the system can ruin the
whole ecosystem. Humans should learn that we are not the whole ecosystem, we
are just a part of it. We are placed in the center of this system and the key for this
Neo Determinism is in our hands, we can increase or decrease the speed of
development and changes. It's a great responsibility that we are carrying on our
shoulders and we should act as a responsible leader. As we are noticing that the
number of extreme weather events is increasing regularly and we are losing
species at an alarming rate we should think about our future generations before
making decisions that can harm the environment. “The Lungs of Earth” are slowly
collapsing away and we are being mere bystanders.During times of raging
pandemics and major world catastrophes, it all comes down to our natural world
and what we can do to help it thrive.
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From our very own backyards to the great forest of Amazon every species of life
form holds accountability for a symphonic balance in the environment and when
this intricate balance is displaced the environment becomes a force to be
reckoned with. In the end my question is, “are we to be blind to our own reality and
hit the final nail in the coffin of our beloved natural refuge?”
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Dr. SHRAVAN SINGH
WILDLIFE RESCUER
VETERINERIAN

"HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICTS" in western Rajasthan a study.
I am working with forest department of Rajasthan as wildlife veterinarian
since 2007.
I attended approximately 30000 critically injured wild animals in wildlife
rescue center Jodhpur and we have approx.29% recovery rate, after
complete cure we send back them to their natural habitat as soon as
possible. I rescued 31adult strayed leopards plus 4 orphan cubs (Total 35)
from outside protected areas and they were created conflict with human and
domesticated animals.
Most of the time we have to rescue a leopard with a well-established territory
and nice green cover and pray base because of some human have seen it or
the leopard have hunt their animals. In such type of scenario we can't deny to
rescue the leopard because of local villager's pressure.
Sometime leopard in search of food and water come to buffer area of the
forest and became a conflict case. In such case there is need of local
awareness and handsome amount of compensation for killing of
domesticated animals.
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There should be a provision of giving the rescued leopard in a well-built open
rescue centre to reduce recurrence of incident because in my opinion if a big
cat once come in conflict with humans it's very difficult for it to settle again in
forest.
Human death due to leopard attack is also increasing in Rajasthan this may
be due to increase in population of leopards in the forest. Most of the leopards
I have rescued are males (30 out of 31adult rescue).
There should be a government policy to trap surplus herbivorous from buffer
area or from the nearby village by bomb method or other suitable measures
and relocate them to deep forest area so that the leopard would not come out
in search of prey.
In wildlife rescue centre Jodhpur we received approximately 2,000 critically
injured wild animals per annum, among them
50%Indian gazelle,
20% Blue Bull,
10% Black Buck
10% Birds
05% Reptiles
05% other small ruminants like wolf jackals monkeys, Civet etc.
Most of the herbivorous are injured due to feral dog bites or indirect courses of
dogs. The Chinkara, Black Buck and sub adult Blue Bull are being victimized
due to barbed wire fencing, when a group of hunting dogs chasing these
animals they run with full speed and can't see wire fencing and get trapped
into it and come in way of these dogs.This kind of herbivorous damage can be
reduced by reducing the dog population by animal birth control program as a
continuous process and build dog shelter at district level and catch
problematic dogs and kept them forever.
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Also spread awareness among farmers to visualize the barbed wire with
agricultural waste material or empty cement bags or ziziphus bushes or
replace the fencing by green boundaries (Euphorbia line etc).
Reptile injuries are due to road accidents, to overcome this damage there
must be provision of underground road path way and tunnels near the reptile
moment area.
Birds get intoxicated due to pesticide spray by the farmers over their
agricultural fields; this could be reduced by spreading awareness among the
farmers to use pesticides formula in right concentration. So we can reduce
some loss of wild fauna by such types of small steps.
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Dr. B.R. BISHNOI
LEGAL ACADEMICIAN
(PRINCIPAL, GOVT. LAW COLLEGE, BIKANER)

I FELT WHOLE HEARTEDLY, BEING A PART OF THIS BOOK IN GIVING
MY OPINION ON WILDLIFE ISSUES. THIS HANDBOOK HAS TRIED TO
INTRICATELY DEAL WITH EACH & EVERY ASPECT OF NATURE,
DEFINING THE TERMS & RATHER ASTOUNDING THAT IT GIVES A
HOLISTIC VIEWS OF HOW WILDLIFE IS AN INCLUSIVE DEFINITION.
ONE OF THE REASONS, WHY THE STATE OF RAJASTHAN HAS
MAINTAINED ITS CULTURE IN TERMS OF BISHNOI COMMUNITY
THEIR WARMTH TOWARDS ANIMALS & WRATH TOWARDS
POACHERS HAS ALWAYS SET A NEW EXAMPLE IN SOCIETY.
This handbook has tried to intricately deal with each & every aspect of nature,
defining the term & rather astounding that it gives a holistic view of how wildlife
is an inclusive definition. The handbook is relatable & doesn't leave a doubt in
the mind of the reader. Hailing from Bishnoi community, the handbook felt
close to my heart because of what it expressed. Given that I have been a
warrior at preserving bio diversity. I would like to shed light on few instances
where the Bishnoi community surpassed the expectation of a human to
preserve nature.The Bishnoi community since time immemorial has been
passionate about conserving & preserving the nature. In the recent history the
community has taken drastic steps to protect the wildlife.
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The Khejarli massacre which resonated the Chipko movement. The massacre
took place in the year 1730, wherein 363 Bishnois were massacred while they
were peacefully protesting against the felling of trees. During the reign of
Abhay Singh in Mar war, the king had ordered to collect woods for the
construction of palace.
The minister to fulfill his duty reached the village of Jehnad, wherein the
soldiers requested access to the trees. Amrita Devi bishnoi protested the same
eventually, she along with her family were beheaded. She died saying “a
chopped head is cheaper than a chopped tree”. Her last words gave rise to an
uproar among the bishnoi community & the word spread like fire. People all
around the state of Rajasthan participated in the protest & sacrifice their life to
protect the sacred trees in the region.
Eventually the king personally came down to the Jehnad area, apologized on
behalf of his minister, withdrew the order to cut trees & assured the people that
the trees would never be chopped off for the use of the kingdom. About 363
Bishnois had been massacred; hence the place was renamed as the Khejarli &
became a place of pilgrimage for the Bishnoi community. This is the kind of
compassion bishnoi hold for the bio-diversity.Another example, where the
bishnoi community care for animals in the famous Salman khan case where he
was convicted for five years for poaching black buck. The Bishnoi community
was very fierce while handling the case. Generally, witnesses turn hostile but in
this case the sole witness stood in the court & became a prime witness to
ensure that Salman khan get punished for his premeditated approach. These
are the living examples of how to conserve nature & these are one of the
reasons, why the state of Rajasthan has maintained its culture in terms of
bishnoi community their warmth towards animals & wrath towards poachers
has always set a new example in society.
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END NOTE
I have tried to compile all relevant information
regarding WILDLIFE. It's an effort to increase our
concern towards natural heritage.
By conserving wildlife, we are ensuring that future
generations can enjoy our natural world & the
incredible species that live within it.
WE TOGETHER CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

“SAVE IT TO CHERISH OR LEAVE IT TO PERISH “
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